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CAPITATION FEE AND CIVIL 
SERVICE WAR BONUS 
LETTER TO MINISTRY OF HEALTH 


The following is the text of a letter, 
dated June 21, which has been sent to 
the Minister of Health by the Insurance 
Acts Committee: 

Dear Sir,—It is understood that, with 
effect from June 1, 1943, a Civil Service war 
bonus will be payable to civil servants re- 
ceiving salaries up to £850 a year. 

As the Minister’s recent refusal to make a 
wartime increase in the capitation fee was 
largely based on the assertion that it was 
contrary to Government policy to make such 
wartime increases to those not in the lower 
income groups, the Insurance Acts Com- 
mittee would be grateful for an assurance 
that its application is now being reconsidered 
in the light of this change of policy. 

It will be appreciated, of course, that the 


’ £850 is net salary, and that a considerably 


higher figure represents the gross income 
necessary to produce the net income of £850 


_ @ year with non-contributory pension rights. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) G. C. ANDERSON, 
Secretary. 


Correspondence 


Guildford Practitioners’ Group 


Sir,—Apart from two rather specialized 
groups—Sheffield (Supplement, May 8, 
p. 57) and radiologists (Journal, June 5, 
p. 710) with a 30% and 50% return of 
circulars respectively — little statistical 
evidence of individual opinion has been 
published so far. It is therefore sug- 
gested that the activities of the above 
group may be of interest to your readers, 
particularly in view of Dr. Victor 
Russell's letter “ A Questionary” in the 
Supplement of June 5 (p. 69). 


1. Origin of the Group and its Objective 

In consequence of a meeting of the 
Guildford Division on March 14 it 
appeared that the Representatives to the 
Representative Meeting might well be 
acting on the opinion of a few local 
zealots rather than on that of the busy 
rank and file of the Division in general. 
Furthermore it was noted from the Secre- 
tary’s announcement in the Journal of 
March 20 (p. 359) that discussions be- 
tween the Minister of Health and the 
Representative Committee would take 
place “not on the basis of any pre- 
conceived plan of the Minister but * from 
the ground.” Accordingly it was de- 
cided to obtain an index of individual 
opinion from local active practitioners in 
order to test the above supposition and 
produce | Statistical figures “from the 

2. Activities 

In addition to local circularization 
contact was made with bodies in 17 
other counties, copies of our circular 
and questionary being distributed subse- 
quently by request. 


3. Result of Questionary 


Recently a questionary on the future 
of medical practice was sent to the 150 
active practitioners in S.W. Surrey. The 
response has been excellent, 140 having 
replied. Of the remainder, seven failed 
to reply, two have left the district, and 
one has died. An analysis of the 140 
replies shows: 


1. That all practitioners should be consulted 


before the profession is committed to 
any policy .. oe ee 
2. For continuation of private practice and 
freedom from control .. 
3. For extension of the N.H.1.A., subject to 
adequate capitation fee, to— 
(a) dependants of the £250 pa. group 62 % 
(b) £420pa. ,, 25 % 
(c) all members of the community .. 5 % 


is— 
political 824% 
both 13 % 


5. That the capitation fee for the £420 p.a. 
group should be adjusted before any 


6. That the B.M.A.— 
(a) is not representative of the whole 
(5) as at present constituted, is inade- 
quate to meet the existing dangers 
to the profession .. ot -- 974% 
7. Capacity in which engaged, of the per- 
sons who replied : 


general practice 119 

consultant work 14 

public health, etc 7 
8. B.M.A. Resolution of February 3 

‘or ns ‘ 27 % 

against .. 70 % 

abstained from voting 3% 


Conclusion.—The obvious conclusion is 
that the practitioners in S.W. Surrey are 
overwhelmingly opposed to a State 
Medical Service and desire the continua- 
tion of private practice with freedom 
from bureaucratic control (96%). 


4. Present Situation 


It appears that discussion is taking 
place on an accepted basis that a 
“scheme ” involving control is already a 
fait accompli. This is not discussion on 
a basis of review “ from the ground,” but 
‘a point well on the way towards a whole- 
time State Medical Service, leaving both 
the public and ourselves in the unenviable 
position of having to negotiate for a 
Meagre percentage of so-called freedom. 


5. General Conclusions and 
Recommendations 


Freedom.—The objective of retaining 
freedom must be constantly adhered to 
and every endeavour should be made to 
confine a doctor’s sphere to the direct 


‘ doctor-patient relationship and to pre- 


vent the substitution of bureaucratic 
authority for this relationship. 

Representation.—It is essential to en- 
sure true representation of the majority 
of individual inion, and, in order that 
this may be achieved, representatives (to 
the Representative Body of the B.M.A.) 
should be elected who themselves hold 
the same opinion as that contained in 
their mandate from this majority. 


Defeatism.—This atmosphere of de- 
featism must be opposed at every oppor- 
tunity. We know that united resistance 
a restriction of freedom is not use- 


Unity.—Every effort should be made to 
obtain unity within the profession and to 
encourage every member of the pro- 
fession, if nut actually to join them, at 
least to support the B.M.A. in their 
activities on our behalf. 

“From the Ground.”—It is suggested 
that every Division should take steps at 
once to obtain statistical figures of 
opinion on similar lines and acquaint the 
B.M.A. with their findings in order to 
afford those taking part in the discussions 
some concrete evidence of individual 
opinion.—We are, etc., 


Also, two Government 
medical officers, whose 


names, for obvious 
reasons, must be 
Guildford. omitted. 


Sheffield Practitioners’ Group 

Sir.—In view of the impending re- 
organization of medical services a mass 
meeting of general practitioners was 
called by the Sheffield General Medical 
Practitioners Group at the Royal Victoria 
Hotel, Sheffield, on June 4. The meeting 
was addressed by an eminent gynaecolo- 
gist, a member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, who is also chairman of the 
Sheffield Division of the B.M.A., by a 
local Member of Parliament, and by a 
member of the Representative Com- 
mittee appointed to discuss the future re- 
organization of medical service$ with the 
Minister of Health. There was an atten- 
dance of 163 members of the profession, 
probably the best-attended meeting of the 
profession locally for over twenty-five 


years. 
After listening to the addresses by the 
above-mentioned speakers a lively dis- 
cussion followed, and the following reso- 
lutions were passed without dissent: _ 
1. That this meeting of medical practi- 


“tioners of Sheffield and district hereby 


resolves that it will resist to the utmost 
any attempt to introduce a salaried State 
Medical Service as recently suggested b 
the Minister of Health, but that it will 
freely co-operate in the reorganization of 
the medical services on the lines set forth 
in the — Report of the Medical 
Planning Commission. ; 

2. That this meeting further wishes to 
record that it will not gl any form 
of local government control in any re- 
organization of medical services affecting 
the practitioner.—1 am, etc., 

Purr N. GRINLING, 
Secretary. 
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76 June 26, 1943 CORRESPONDENCE {SUPPLEMENT Yo 
Certificates snd Compulsory National M4. Forces Appointments ‘ls com 
Sir,—Every practitioner must notifica 
be ee ith requests for certifi- ROYAL NAVY —. 2 on May 29 should 


cates. Most of us, having consciences 
and the wish to help the war effort to the 
fullest, spend a considerable amount of 
time daily in weighing the pros and cons 
of each individual case, losing patients 
frequently rather than issuing un- 
warranted certificates. 
Where these certificates relate to 
Is against compulsory national ser- 
vice or civil defence work, the National 
Service Officer (a layman) has the power 
to decide whether he will accept the 
certificate or force the appellant to be 
examined by an independent medical 
practitioner appointed as referee. This 
referee can override any certificate, but, 
oe no special qualifications and no 
knowledge of the person's past history or 
present environment, he cannot be in a 
position to judge the case as ae 
as the person’s own doctor. The whole 
arrangement is humiliating, unjust, and 
against all the ethics of the profession.— 


I am, etc., 
Harris AVERY. 


Streatham, S.W.16. 
Medical Resettlement 

Sir,—When the war is over a large 
number of our colleagues now on active 
service will be returning to this country 
anxious to enter or to re-enter civil prac- 
tice. It will be the duty of us at home to 
give them all the help we can. Most of 
them will be without capital and without 
recent experience, and we should con- 
sider a practical scheme at once to over- 
come these difficulties. I would suggest 
that in every district a panel of doctors 
willing to take these men and women into 
their practices should be prepared. After 
a period of preliminary assistantship it 
should be possible for them to take up 
partnerships and to provide the appro- 

riate premiums out of their actual earn- 
ings. In this way many who at present 
know nothing of the conditions and scope 
of general practice will gain experience 


which will enable them to decide for’ 


themselves whether they are prepared to 
exchange this for State control of medi- 
cine with its manifold disadvantages.—I 


am, etc., 
High: Wycombe. Davip ELLIs. 


TYRES FOR DOCTORS’ CARS 
The B.M.A. has had occasion to bring to 


_the notice of the Tyre Directorate of the 


Ministry of Supply a number of cases of 
considerable delay in providing tyres urgently 
required by doctors. The Directorate are 
anxious that doctors’ applications should be 
dealt with as expeditiously as possible, and 
they have usually given prompt assistance 
through the Regional Tyre Officers when 
complaints received by the Association have 
been forwarded to them. They suggest, how- 
ever, that time would be saved if a doctor, 
when he is unable to obtain reasonably 
prompt delivery of tyres for which he holds 
a permit, were to make direct application to 
the Regional Tyre Officer, whose address 
may be obtained from the authorized tyre 
dealer with whom the tyre application form 
is lodged. 


Dr. J. F. Gallowa has been appointed 
medical officer of health and schools medical 
in succession to atson, who has 
been appointed ‘officer of health to 
the East Riding. 


T. M. Large, late R.A.M.C., on completion 
i ive 


lishment. 

Lieut.-Col. (Temp. Brig.) W. E. Tyndall, from 
R.A.M.C., to be Col. 

Lieut Gol. (Temp Col.) G. S. McConkey, 
O.B.E., from R.A.M.C., to be Col. 


Col. 
Maiovs J. A. C. Kidd and J. H. Barry to be 
Lieut.-Cols. 


REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 
Royat MepDicaL Corps 


Lieut.-Col. (Acting Col.). R. E. U. Newman, 
O.B.E., M.C., R.A.M.C., has been restored to the 
rank of Col. 

Major (Acting Lieut.-Col.) E. V. Whitby has 
beerf restored to the rank of Lieut.-Col. 


LAND FORCES: EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 


Royat Army Mepicat Corps 


War Subs. Lieut.-Col. G. W. Graham has re- 
his commission on account of ill-health 
and has been granted the honorary rank of Briea 


War Subs. Ca L. Bapty, M.C., has been 
placed on the half-pay list on account of ill-health. 
Lieuts. A. H. Haysom, D. H. Hiley, and A. G. H. 
Mitchinson have relinquished their commissions on 
account of ill-health and have been granted the 


To be Lieuts.: A. A. N. Bain, S. L. Swartz, 
Cleminson, G. H. 


Prentice, C Stringfellow, B. A. Thompson, J. J. 
Voller, E. W. West, F. A. 


Eileen P. G. W: 


A. 4 , Frances 
Cc. E. Hutchison, Jean MacCulloch, Eileen E. V. 
Martin, Beryl ee Jane, J. c. Muir, Mary 
Roland, 


AIR FORCE 


Squad. (Temp.) H. P. R. Smith, R. F. 
Wynroe, ~ C. Bowe have been granted the 
rank of War Subs. Squad. Ldr. 


RESERVE OF AIR FORCE OFFICERS 


Wing Cmdr. (Temp.) L. M. Corbet has been 
granted the rank of War Subs. Wing Cmdr. ~ 


7 


Royat Air Force VOLUNTEER RESERVE 
Squad. Ldrs. (Temp) L. V. McNabb and D. S. 


mission and retains the rank of Sewad. I dr. 
Fl. Lieut. G. Cormack has relinquished his com- 
mission on account of ill-health and retains his rank. 
Flying Officers J. Ay Sheldon, D. W. Wauchob, 
J. A. en St. % Tolhurst, C. C. McD. 
Galvan, B. Graham, 


(Emergency): M. S. 
W. A. Kennedy, J. D. Everall, L. A. Rook. 


The follo’ appointments are announced: B. O 
Pepper, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Medical Officer, Gold 
Coast ; F. Anderson, B.S., Senior Medi- 


OF 


Specia 
M.B., Ch.B., Medical Officer, Swaziland. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


British PosTGRADUATE MeEpDIcaL ScHoot, Ducane 
Road, W.—Daily, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Medical 
Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, Obstet- 
ric and Gynaecological Clinics and Operations. 


Wed., 11.30 a.m., Medical Conference ; 2.15 p.m., 
X-ray Demonstration, Be. B. J. E. Topham. 
Thurs., 3 p.m., Dermatological Clinic. Fri., 
12.15 p.m., Surgical Conference ; 2 p.m., Gynaeco- 
logical Conference : 2 p.m., Neurological Ward 
Clinic ; 2 p.m. Clinic. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 


Royat COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF EDINBURGH, 9, 
Queen Street, Edinburgh.—Fri., 5 p.m. F 
Price Lecture by Sir Henry Dale: A Prospect in 
Therapeutics. 

Royat Society OF TROPICAL MEDICINE AND HYGIENE, 
26, Portland Place, W.—Thrrs., 4 p.m., Annual 
general meeting. 

Society oF LonDON.—St. Mary’s 
Paddington, W., Mon., 4.30 p.m., Clinical meet 
ing ; 5.30 p.m., Discussion 

PADDINGTON MEDICAL Society: —At St. Mary's Hos- 
pital, W., Tues., 9 p.m. Annual general q 
Presidential address by Dr. Z. Green: Some 
Tragedies and Comedies in 20 Years’ General 
Practice. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Giass, Marcaret A., M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H., Tem- 
Southall. 


porary M.O.H., Borough of 


MARRIAGES, & DEATHS 


he charge for inserting announcements under this 
ieee is 10s. 6d. This amount should be forwarded 
with the notice, authenticated with the name and 
address of the sender, and should reach the Adver- 
tisement Manager not later than first post Monday 
morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTHS 


Gett.—On June 10, 1943, to Albinia Susan, wife of 
Dr. P. G. H. Gell of 16, Rosslyn Hill, London, 
N.W.3, a daughter (Teresa Elizabeth). 


Jones.—At Okehampton, Devon, to Marjorie (née 
Dobson), wife of Dr. C. G. Jones, a sister for 
Mary, Brenda, and David. 


SmiTH.—On June 12, to Jane, wife of J. A. Smith, 
M.R.C.S., Barnsley Hall, Bromsgrove, a son. 


June 13, at St. Joseph's 
Nursing Home, Beaconsfield, Nansi, wife of 
Surgeon Lieut.-Cmdr. W. “David Wiliams, 

R.N.V.R., Windsor, a (Yvonne). 


i Surg. Capt. R. A. Brown has been placed on the 
Royal NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE 
Bateman to be War Subs. Squad. Ldrs. 
7 Prob. Temp. Surg. Lieuts. M. Sherrard, H. J. Squad. Ldr. (Temp.) J. Courtney has resigned his 
Sherren, W. D. Fraser, C. M. Farquarson, J. commission and retains his rank. 
Hatton, J. H. Hamilton, D. R. Golding, J. C. Squad. Ldr. (Temp.) H. A. Tracey has relin- 
Brass, H. C. Miller, W. L. P. Hewerdine, R. J. D. quished his commission on appointment to a cop- 
Browne, J. M. Alexander, J. R. Carter, J. M. mission in the S A.M.C. 
: Gilston, and J. H. Fisher to be Temp. Surg. Lieuts. Fl. Lieuts I. H. Gessett and C. J. Hackett to be 
War Subs. Squad. Ldrs. 
‘ ARMY Fl. Lieut. H. V. Edwards has resigned his com- 
a Col. (Temp. Brig.) W. C. Hartgill, O.B.E., M.C., 
. late R A.M.C., has been granted the local rank of 
Maijor-Gen. 
Col. i 
of four 
| retained on the Active List supernumerary to estab- y 
: Arnold, E. C. Duffet, N. W. Riley, W. D. W. 
Dick, R. S. Fivnn. T. H_ Steele-Perkins. E. R. 
: Spicer, P. S. Cheshire, P. J. Morrissey, H. IL. 
: O'Hare, R. B. Niven, G. M. Pringle, N. O'Brien, 
1 J. Orr, G. E. S. Robinson, D. G. G. Jones, T. 
: Lyle, J. E. Moffett, H. R. Newman, J. D. M. 
} ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS Kieran. L. J. Grant, S. Ormerod, and J. Cramond 
Lieut.-Col. (Temp Col.) C. M. Forster having War Subs. Fi. Licuts. 
, { on the Active List supernumerary to establishment. 
4 ca cer, Britis onduras ; J. A. Gillett, B., 
. M.B., Ch.B., Medical Officer, Ni 
| 
| = 
J War Subs. Capt. C. S. Owen has relinquished 
‘ his commission on account of ill-health and has 
3 been granted the honorary rank of Capt. 
Y 
7 Connor, S. H. Ervin, W. G. French, E. A. Hoare, 
M. S. Horowitz, F. Ww. B. Iveson, R. E. Lawrence, 
| 
Baa | E. B. Harrison, C. L. Isitt, H. M. Kershaw, J. A. 
McGhie, W. G. Mackay, A. W. Patton, P. A. H. 
Rivett, J. H. Taylor, R. Thursz, R. I. Williams, 
| R. A. Good, J. Fischer, H. Abeles, R. S. Woods, 
L. Adler, C. D. Alergant, R. B. Boyd, S. H. 
; Chazen, M. G. Corcos, V. Deutsch, R. H. Dobbs, 
a W. J. Doyle, H. V. Geary, J. V. T. Gostling, E. 
Grundy, J. A. Harris, J. A. Henry, S. H. F. —_— 
Pte Howard, R. C. Jack, J. M. Leggate, J. D. H. 
Linfoot, B. D. Ling, H. McCluskey, F. B. McEvoy, EE 
i | Vv. J. McLean, J. McMurray, D. R. I. Mason, 
B. V. Megarry, A. 1. D. Prentice, D. Push, 
W. Slater, J. M. Small, D. J. Tibbs, T. G. 
. Tresidder, S. J. M. Walker, K. T. Weavers, —__—_—_— 
H. T. S. Wise, W. J. W. Wolfe. 
WOMEN’S FORCES 
— EMPLOYED WITH THE R.A.M.C. 
ae The following M.O.s have been granted com- 
missions in the rank of Lieut.: Kathe Krainer, 
. &§ Lynette Smith, Etheilwyn M. McKendrick, Alice 
{ athieen V. Miller, 
ray, rances osanquet, en Joyce, Jean 
Paul, Eleanor A. White, Aileen M. Barry, Janet Le 
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